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DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN. 


THE following discourse on the importance of the Holy Spirit was de- 
livered by Elder Francis M. Lyman at the Sixty-fourth Semi-Annual 
Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, held in 
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Saturday morning, October 7, 1893 :— 

I am very pleased, my brethren and sisters, for the privilege of attending 
this Conference, and, like all the brethren, I feel that I need the assistance 
of the Spirit of the Lord, or my speaking will not be profitable. We are 
not given to preparing discourses, but rely upon the Lord to give us those 
things to say that will be suited to the requirements of the Saints. It is 
a very delicate position for a man to be placed in to stand between the 
Lord and the people; but, having taken upon us the name of Jesus and 
entered into covenant with Him to perform the duties required of us as 
bearers of the Priesthood, we are willing to labor and to give the glory to 
the Lord. The Gospel is the Gospel of Jesus—it is the Gospel of truth 
and righteousness, and it is not possible for us to properly preach it without 
the assistance of the Lord. Nor is it possible for us to live it without the 
presence of the Holy Ghost. No man can bea successful Latter-day Saint 
without the Spirit of the Lord. No man can hope to enjoy the Spirit of the 
Lord unless he keep the commandments of the Lord and preserve himself 
in all purity and righteousness ; for the Spirit of the Lord will not dwell in 
unholy tabernacles. Hence we are first required to have faith in God. If 
we have faith in Him, we will then repent of our sins. If we repent of 
our sins, we will be baptized for the remission of them; and then our sins 
are forgiven us and remembered no more against us, so long as we con- 
tinue faithful; for all the promises made to us in the Gospel are on con- 
dition of our faithfulness. Therefore, every Latter-day Saint is competent 


| 

| 
| 

| 

| 

| 
— 
| 
| 
| 
| 


146 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


to sit in judgment upon himself, and to know whether he is in the favor 
of the Lord or under condemnation. The Lord has ordered that every man 
should judge for himself, in his own heart, in regard to all the duties of 
life. As a man thinks, so he is. As a man decides in his own heart, so 
he does. If we judge correctly and under the light and inspiration of the 
Lord, we will always do right. So far as we to-day are doing wrong, it is 
because we have judged wrongfully, whether it is in regard to what would 
be considered important matters or concerning the minor matters of life; 
for we never do anything without thinking and deciding and exercising 
our will and judgment. The Savior did nothing but what was in accord- 
ance with the will of God. Hence He was righteous and withoutsin. The 
reason that we are sinners still is because we do not do the will of the Lord. 

It is not sufficient for the Latter-day Saints to have good professions 
and to have really entered into the Church of Christ; but it is necessary 
that they should continue faithful every day, in all matters doing the will 
of God. The Lord has revealed to us His will, so that no one need be at 
a loss to know what to do and how to do it; for if there be not enough 
already revealed, or should we not be where we can refer to the revealed 
will_at all times, we are entitled to the presence and inspiration of the 
Spirit of the Lord to inform us what todo. If we have not that Spirit, 
we are not in the line of our duty as Latter-day Saints; we are not serving 
the Lord and keeping His commandments as perfectly as we can do. We 
can do these things if we will, and the Lord is an ever present help. Our 
teachers, our bishops, our presidents of quorums and of stakes, and the 
presidency of the Church, may not always be where we can appeal to 
them; but our Heavenly Father is always near, we can always appeal to 
Him and be sure of getting an answer; because by repenting of our sins 
and being baptized we have entered into a nearness to Him and have 
made ourselves entitled to the Spirit of the Lord. If we listen to the 
promptings of the Spirit of the Lord, we will never give a wrong judg- 
ment. Bishops will not give wrong judgments, high counselors will not, 
presidents of Stakes will not, if they are prompted and directed by the 
Spirit of the Lord. All the mistakes that we make are when we act in- 
dependently and upon our natural judgment, unenlightened by the Spirit 
of the Lord. These can be avoided by living so that the inspiration of 
the Lord may be with us every day. 

If the Spirit of the Lord dwells richly in our hearts as it should do, we 
never forget our prayers, and we never forget to worship the Lord on the 
Sabbath day. We always remember that day to keep it holy. If the 
Latter-day Saints do not remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy, it is 
because the inspiration of the Lord is not in their hearts as it should be. 
All Latter-day Saints who neglect to meet to worship the Lord and to 
partake of the sacrament are not imbued with the spirit of faith. All 
Latter-day Saints who are not obedient to the requirements of the Gospel 
are not enjoying the Spirit of the Lord to that degree that they ought to 
enjoy it. Where there is a lack of harmony, where there is contention and 
quarreling, it is because the Spirit of the Lord has not had proper sway 
in the hearts of the parties concerned. 
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This is the Church of Christ and our Father has established it. There 
are, perhaps, two hundred thousand Latter-day Saints in the world who 
know this just as well as they know light from darkness. There is no 
question about it in the hearts of Latter-day Saints. They have done the 
will of the Lord and have obtained knowledge that this is the Lord’s 
work. This being the case, it will be profitable to us as Latter-day Saints 
to devote our whole time and talents to the accomplishment of the pur- 
poses of the Lord and to the establishment of His Church upon the earth. 
It will be profitable to all Latter-day Saints to make this Church first in 
their hearts and affections. Why? Because the Lord has told us to seek 
first the kingdom of God. We have sought the kingdom and have found 
it, and now that should have our attention before farming, before merchan- 
dising and before literary pursuits and the like. The welfare of the 
Church of Christ in the earth and the spreading abroad of the Gospel 
should be our primary object. But is this the case with us? If it is not, 
then we have need of reformation. If the Church of Christ and the 
principles of righteousness are not foremost in our hearts, then I say all 
Israel, so far as they lack, have need of reformation. If we have set our 
hearts upon property, whether it be little or much (for I presume a man 
could worship a little property as well as a great deal), then we are idol- 
aters, and God has forbidden us to be idolaters. He has commanded us 
not to bow down to worship anything on earth. Every man should feel 
that the welfare of the Church of Christ and the advancement of the prin- 
ciples of truth among men for their salvation are ahead of his home, of 
his merchandising and of his flocks and herds. Let all these be swept 
away, but let our hearts be set upon the principles of eternal truth. 

Should I allow my property to cause alienation to come in between me 
and my brethren? Suppose a man should even rob me, and he might be 
a professed Latter-day Saint. Would he be a brother if he were a robber? 
I would not care how often he had been baptized, nor what blessings had 
been placed upon him, if he were a liar, a deceiver and a swindler, he 
would not be a Latter-day Saint; for I say that a robber and a dishonest 
man has forfeited his blessings and his right to the Priesthood of God; 
for the Priesthood of God and its authority can only be controlled upon 
the principles of righteousness. But suppose a man professing to be a 
brother should really rob me and leave me without a thing in the world, 
what should 1 do? Why, I ought still to serve the Lord and to enjoy the 
Spirit of the Lord. I ought to have the spirit of charity burning in my 
bosom. I ought to be able to say that I had not lost the object of my 
worship in being robbed of my property; for I did not get wisdom, 
judgment, light and intelligence from my property. It was comfortable 
to live upon and to make me measurably independent; but my heart was 
not set upon it. A man never ought to have so much, or so little, nor have 
it in such a shape or kind, that his heart should, or could, be set upon it. 
The hearts of the Latter-day Saints should be upon the principles of 
salvation. They are far ahead of gold and silver, or of the riches of this 
world. They bring peace and contentment, happiness and salvation, in 
time and eternity. But the fallen condition that we are in to-day has its 
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effect upon us. We are so attached to the wealth of the world that we do 
not so easily discern the riches of eternal life; and when men who are 
infidels actually deny God and say there is no such person, and ask us 
if we have seen or talked with Him, we become measurably bewildered. 
Our fallen condition asserts itself because we have set our hearts upon 
the things of this world, and it is difficult for us, as has been stated by 
President Smith, to love our enemies. Oh that we could love our friends! 
The Lord has said that the very first commandmant is, “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind.” How can we learn to love our enemies if we have not first learned 
to love the Lord our God? I accept the doctrine that that is the very first 
and greatest commandment. When we have kept that, we will love our 
enemies, and we will keep the second greatest commandment: “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

These are the labors that we have to perform, and they are difficult un- 
less we enjoy the Spirit of the Lord. It cannot be done with the measure 
of the Spirit that we obtained in the very beginning. For this reason: 
it takes years of experience, of trial and of effort before a man can sub- 
mit himself entirely to the Spirit of God. When he has done that, he can 
love the Lord with all his heart and his neighbor as himself. Would 
there be any eontentions or quarrels, would there be any bishop’s trials, 
or high council trials, or would teachers have to labor among us, if we 
loved our brethren as we love ourselves} No. What man ever had to 
submit himself to the judgment of his bishop to make him do right to 
himself, to love himself and to feed and clothe himself? You never 
heard of such a case. Does a man ever have any contention with himself? 
No. Weare always looking out for, and defending, ourselves. So ought 
we to defend, and speak well of, our brother. Just as we love to have our 
own virtues magnified, so ought we to magnify the virtues of a brother. 
And so ought we to magnify the virtues of an enemy. Our enemies have 
virtues. The virtues are not entirely monopolized by the righteous. Our 
enemies are not altogether wicked. They have some merits and some 
virtues in them. We aught to discover their virtues, and magnify them, 
instead of magnifying their sins. We like our own virtues magnified. 
Every man wants to be thought very good. That is natural. But let that 
same love of approval and of praise be extended to our brother. But do 
not set your heart upon property. Do not allow yourselves to be alienated 
from each other and embittered against each other because of property 
transactions. I would not have an ill feeling against a brother for all that 
I own on this earth—and I am not very wealthy. Possibly I have not 
enough to justify me in feeling bad and having a bitter spirit toward a 
brother. I say that it would be more serious for me to entertain bitterness 
in my heart toward a brother than to lose every dollar that I have in the 
world and to be left naked. A man cannot hope to love the Lord and 
have hatred in his heart toward his brother. We cannot despise or hate 
a brother and yet hope to enjoy the Spirit of the Lord. It is too sensitive 
and too easily offended. It is grieved at every thing that is wrong. I say, 
therefore, it takes years for us to learn to subdue ourselves entirely to the 
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Spirit of the Lord. The key to our success, our advancement, and our 
perpetuity in the kingdom of God, is the enjoyment of the Holy Spirit. 
We want to live for that, and to labor for it. And our labors are just as 
important in temporal matters asin spiritual matters. It is not enough 
for a man to pray; he must be good and honest to his neighbor. It is just 
as important to the Lord that I should deal honorably with my neighbor 
as it is that I should bow the knee before Him and pray. It is just as 
necessary that [ should do right to my brother as it is that I should come 
here and partake of the sacrament. It is just as necessary that I should 
deal justly and righteously with my brother and with my neighbor as it 
is that I should go into the Temple of the Lord to receive blessings there 
for my salvation. The blessings that we may have given to us in the 
Temple, or that may be given to us at our baptism and confirmation, are 
only ours upon the condition that we love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts and our neighbor as ourselves; yea, that we love our enemies; for 
we must come to it. President Smith felt that he was improving in some 
of these things. I presume we all feel that we are improving. The longer 
we live and the more years of experience we have in these things, the more 
advancement we make. If we did not, we would be poor scholars indeed. 

Then I exhort you, my brethren and sisters, to be faithful, to be humble. 
Do not neglect any duty that devolves upon you. Whenever you neglect 
your prayers, you are on dangerous ground. Whenever you neglect to 
worship the Lord, and break the Sabbath day, you are on dangerous 
ground. Whenever you neglect to deal righteously and honestly by any 
person in the world, you are on dangerous ground and in danger of falling 
into the grasp of Satan. You cannot afford to do it. Satan has great 
power in the world, and he is more anxious about this little body of people 
gathered in these mountains than about any nation on this earth. Why? 
Because these people have the Priesthood of God; they have the ordi- 
nances of the Gospel; they have the power of God for salvation to the 
world. Hence he is agitated, and he agitates others and stirs them up 
with prejudice and evil thoughts against the Latter-day Saints. We have 
the Church of Christ here, and it will remain. You and I may get shaky; 
we may fall away; but this Church will endure; for it is established and 
planted here by our Father who is in Heaven. It does not depend upon 
any one man, or any number of men. The Lord has chosén spirits that 
have come at this time; and they have been sent here for the very work 
that has to be accomplished. Let us, my brethren and sisters, develop 
the fact in our lives that we are among those that the Lord has selected 
to come here and perform His work. 

I pray that God may bless you, and that we may be abundantly blessed 
during this Conference. I pray that the Spirit of the Lord may rest upon 
President Woodruff abundantly; that the prayers offered for him may be 
answered, that he may stand up and speak by the power of God to us in 
this Conference when he feels so to do, and that he may have strength and 
power to do it. God bless all Israel and help us to be true and faithful to 
our covenants, that we may obtain salvation, exaltation and eternal life 
in the presence of God, is my prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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EARLY CHURCH HISTORY. 


Tue following letter from B. F. Johnson, of Mesa City, Arizona, published 
in the Deseret News under date of January 17, gives interesting facts of 
Church history before and at the time of the settlement of, and expulsion 
from, Nauvoo:— 

Your invitation through a late i issue to the “Old veterans of the Nauvoo 
exodus,” to give items from their experience relating to that period, almost 
prompts a smile. For to those whose broader experience takes in from 
before the settlement at Kirtland and succeeding vicissitudes of the 
Church, the Nauvoo experience appears but modern. Who has yet 
written in detail the circumstances of poverty and persecution in which 
the Temple at Kirtland was built? that attended the gathering up of 
Zion’s camp, with all of its experience in going and returning from Mis- 
souri? that grew out of the Kirtland bank? the great property boom 
and financial crisis of 1837? the apostasy at Kirtland and the persecution 
of the Prophet by his friends? his flight to Missouri and the struggles 
of the poor left behind? Who has written the history of the “poor camp.” 

The first large emigration company of the Saints, consisting of some seven- 
ty wagons, was organized and led by Joseph Young, E. Smith, Henry Herri- 
man, Jonathan Dunham, Jonathan Hale and others. In great poverty it 
started from Kirtland on July 4, 1837, and arrived at Far West on October 
20, just in time to get every experience of mob violence and exposure 
through the ensuing winter. While Joseph Young and others were stop- 
ping at Haun’s mill they barely escaped the massacre there. Where is 
published the appalling condition of the Saints at Adam-ondi-Ahman— 
driven in from the surrounding country and in the midst of deep snows 
without shelter for the aged, the feeble or the sick, when infants were born 
to a manger of snow and starvation was near to all; followed by the ex- 
pulsion and gathering again at the “Old Commerce grave-yard,” after- 
wards Nauvoo? In 1839 every house was a hospital, but without nurse or 
attendant for the sick, for at this time there were hardly well ones enough 
to bury the dead. This experience with the arrival of the Prophet and 
others from Missouri prisons, with the building of another Temple under 
persecution and poverty, the martyrdom, etc., was all prior to our exodus 
from Nauvoo, and much of this still remains unpublished, if written. 

Having since 1831 been near the front in each evolution of the Church 
you will pardon that “smile;” for to me the butt end of our experience 
appears prior to our expulsion from Nauvoo, in which, as in the others, 
I was near to the front. After the martyrdom of the Prophet, having 
been for years associated with him in business, I was called by President 
Young to occupy and keep open the Nauvoo mansion, vacated by his 
death, and, having Sheriff Backenstos as boarder and all outside officers 
and strangers to entertain, I had excellent opportunity to learn much 
from the outside that interested us as a people. When it was decided or 
agreed that as a people we should leave Nauvoo, with others I was ap- 
pointed to organize a company of fifty and to take measures preparatory 
to emigration. To this end we started the making of wagons, occupying 
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as we had need the divisions in the basement story of a large brick barn 
belonging to the mansion. After the killing of Frank Worl by Sheriff 
Backenstos and posse, the hatred and hurry of our enemies generally in- 
creased. A report became current abroad that many anti-Mormons were 
being murdered in Nauvoo, and the Nauvoo mansion was cited as the 
probable place for great crimes. To allay the excitement a troop of 
soldiers was by order of the governor sent to investigate and to examine 
the premises for bodies said to be secreted about the barn. They came 
and made a formal examination after which they appeared satisfied and 
quietly left. But the end was not yet, for the rumor continued as a num- 
ber of our mechanics were seen about the basement of the barn, creating 
renewed suspicion. Such was the condition when President Young called 
for those ready to commence crossing the river, for which I was doing all 
possible to prepare. I am not certain of the date, but I think it was the 
sixth of February that private word was brought me in the evening that 
a squad of soldiers would be in the city before morning with an order for 
my arrest. There was no time to prepare. I must goat once. So with 
two of my family, leaving my wife and children in a skiff at midnight, in 
a fearful storm, we crossed the river, which the day following was closed 
up with ice. A waiting vehicle took us to camp on Sugar Creek, where 
on arrival we were without shelter from the storm or supplies for our 
comfort. But we were at least among friends. 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


Immense damage has been caused by floods in the Cauca Valley, Panama, Central 
America, and wide-spread distress prevails. 


The tug Millard, belonging to the Nicaraguan Navagation Company, has been lost on 
the Nicaraguan Coast. Sixty persons on board the tug when she sank were drowned. 

Yellow fever continues to spread at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and an average of forty 
deaths is recorded daily. The deaths from other fevers average twenty-one. The captain 
of the Austrian warship has died from the disease, and British and Portuguese vessels are 
also infected. 

In Birmingham, Alabama, a white woman died from injuries inflicted on her by a negro, 
whereupon a gang of men went in search of the murderer. Coming upon two negroes, 
the party concluded that one of them was the assassin, but to make sure the mob hanged 
both, although they protested their innocence, and stated that they had never seen the 
murdered woman. Later it was learned that the victims were two quiet laborers in the 
neighborhood and innocent of the crime. , 


A dreadful explosion occurred at Kiel, February 1, on board the new steel-belted 
cruiser Brandenburg, while she was on a high-speed trial trip, and the accident was at- 
tended by most disastrous consequences. While the ship was going at full speed the 
fastening of the apparatus for turning off steam on the starboard engine broke causing an 
explosion. Forty-one persons were killed, some being struck by the debris and others 
acalded to death by the deluge of steam that rushed from the boilers. Nine men were 
severely injured, two of whom have since died. Five transports, with a medical staff and 
Prince Henry of Prussia on board, hastened at once to the scene of the disaster to render 
every assistance in their power. Among the dead, most of whom are mutilated and dis- 
figured beyond recognition, are many ofthe engineer, A full account of the catastrophe 
was telegraphed to the Emperor William. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 5, 1894. 


SEARCHING FOR TRUTH IN ORIENTAL RELIGIONS. 


Man is not long satisfied with what he possesses if itis a sham. This is 
the case in all temporal affairs and is no less so in religion. Though in 
the common affairs of life a man may remain satisfied with a sham as long 
as he thinks it genuine, such is not the case in religion. The spirit of true 
religion feeds the soul. If that spirit is not possessed by man, no matter 
how much he may believe to the contrary, he will sooner or later ex- 
perience a want, an unsatisfied appetite for spiritua] things, which oftener 
develops into unbelief than in a search for something better. The first 
pangs of this want create doubts, and these, as a rule, are soon applied 
not only to his particular religion, but to religion in general. A few 
words may with profit be said of those who seek in other directions for 
that which they now acknowledge they lack. 

Of late years a tendency to leave Christianity and seek for true religion 
among the Oriental nations has been growing. Brahmanism, Buddhism 
and other eastern religions have been investigated. The recent parlia- 
ment of religions held in Chicago has lent a great impetus to the move- 
ment. It is not many years since the doctrines of these ancient religions 
were first printed in English. Since, then, however, some of that portion 
of the “cultured” class, which could not be termed “devoutly Christian” 
has almost gone mad after these eastern traditions. They have made ita 
study, if not a hobby. Why should this be the case? 

The human family cannot stand still at one point in its history while 
advancing with rapid strides in another. It cannot develop in the arts 
and sciences, in literature, in discoveries and inventions, stepping out into 
these advancements from a barbarous into a semi-civilized, and thence 
into an enlightened condition, and yet stand still in religious thought. 
Progress must be expected there as well as elsewhere. A religion without 
a divine head has no natural life and can have no true growth. It must, 
however, keep pace with the demand of the times. To do this, then, 
religious leaders have been forced to modify or exchange their ideas and 
doctrines to suit a “more progressive age,” but the reformers have not 
been inspired so that the “progress” has seldom been in the direction of 
greater truth, and more thorough theological knowledge. It has therefore 
proved to be a retrograde movement instead of one of advancement, but 
it has been misnamed “progressive religion.” 

On the other hand, the discoveries in science have been susceptible of 
proof and thus their truth has been demonstrated. On such substantial 
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foundation other discoveries could safely be added, thus making true 
progress in this direction. Such has not been the case in religion. Instead 
of new discoveries of truths capable of being proven, a change or fresh 
interpretation of the truths left by the founders of the church is all that 
has characterized the religious movement. While the arts and sciences 
have steadily made progress in the true direction, religion has only 
revolved around the truths left by the Savior and His apostles, and in- 
stead of building upon them with inspired truth, every revolution has 
widened the chasm between those pure and simple principles they taught 
and the religions of the day. Religious students have been brought to 
the point where they can invent but few more material changes in 
religious views; these failing, some of the doubters who are religiously in- 
clined have launched out for themselves in search of the gems which they 
instinctively know must be hidden somewhere. This, then, is the cause. 

The eastern religions are said to be several thousand years old. Among 
the Oriental nations progress has been practically at a stand still. What 
they are to-day they were really before the Christianera. This applies to 
their religion as well as to other things. They undoubtedly at one time 
possessed some knowledge as to their origin and destiny, so far as the 
Lord had revealed it unto His people in those ages. Instead of changing 
their knowledge in a never-ceasing struggle for advancement, as has been 
the case with the Christian nations, what truth they possessed was more 
sacredly guarded from innovation. Their priests possessed the sacred 
knowledge. It was passed from father to son through succeeding ages, 
with only such changes as tradition is sure to embody into any account 
thus preserved. The result is that these religions contain many traces of 
truth, and while there is no inspiration yet the strangeness of the doctrines 
seem to attract. 

There are doctrines of these eastern religions which, while it_cannot 
be said that they even approach the truth, still show traces of it, and 
these allure the progressive minds. These traces form but a glimmer of 
truth. It can be discerned by that part of the world which is gradually 
forsaking Christianity, but the real truth in its fulness is yet too bright for 
them to see clearly and to accept. Sixty years ago, long before the first 
work on the eastern religions from their own standpoint was published in 
English, the prophet Joseph Smith boldly enunciated the doctrine of pro- 
gression, not only here, but in after life, throughout eternity. The prophet 
presents the ultimate power and glory, so far as we are able to grasp it, 
of those who shall be exalted in the following words: “And they shall 
pass by the angels and the Gods which are set there to their exaltation 
and glory in all things;” and also, “They are gods, even the sons of God.” 

The world, instead of accepting the truths of the Gospel, has ridiculed 
them and now goes seeking for the first, and even then imperfect, lesson 
in what the eastern religions have left, rejecting the privilege of learning 
the actual truth; it prefers to delve in the dark and musty records of 
the past for broken jewels, though the perfect gems are within their 
reach, would they but listen to the Gospel and the promptings of the 
Spirit. J. V. B. 
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An Elder who left with a party of missionaries for the Southern States 
in January last gives a brief account of an incident on the journey the 
night after leaving Salt Lake City. All of the party were in a chair-car, 
and thought of remaining there for the night. They were moved, how- 
ever, by a sudden impulse to go into the Pullman car, and did so. Next 
morning they learned that the car they left had been derailed and badly 
damaged, some of the passengers in it being severely hurt. Thus, by 
obedience to the promptings of the Spirit of the Lord, they escaped danger 
and probable death. 


Tue New York Herald indulges in the following speculation upon the 
whereabouts of Heaven: “Nobody knows where Heaven is, but everybody 
hopes there is a Heaven somewhere. To say that it is a condition of mind 
is a misleading use of language, an intangible abstraction of no practical 
use. It is either a place or it is an hallucination. If a Heavenly frame of 
mind is all there is of Heaven, then the possession is nothing to boast of 
and may end with the last gasp of life; but if it is a place whose boundary 
line we cross at the moment of death, in which our intellectual and 
spiritual activity will have unbounded scope, where souls can grow un- 
hampered by the cruel and repressing limitations of the body, then we 
have a series of motives which irradiate the present and fill the future 
with the glow and promise of a sunrise. Here we find ourselves groping 
through the darkness. Heaven is a place or it is nothing. Heaven is 
peopled with beings who may not be seen because our eyes are not fitted 
for that kind of vision. But some have seen them in the past, and others, 
in the present, declare that they have been equally privileged. If we take 
the first step we must finish the journey. There is no halting spot where 
we can stay, thus far and no farther. Either Heaven is round about us, 
and the possibility of communication is a fact, or we have been led 
strangely astray. The affirmation ennobles all things; the denial leaves 
us wringing our hands in mute despair.” The writer doubtless has not 
grasped the significance of the Savior’s words when He said: “The meek 
shall inherit the earth; or the words of the Lord to Abraham: For all 
the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed Vor ever.” 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder J. J. Schaerrer has been honorably 
released from his labors as president of the Swiss and German Mission, to 
return home, March 3, 1894. 

Elder Walter W. Williams has been honorably released from his labors 
as Traveling Elder in the Norwich Conference, to return home, March 3, 
1894. 

Elder J. H. Stocker has been appointed to preside over the Swiss and 
German Mission. 


EmicraTion Notice.—The first company of emigrants for 1894 will 
leave Liverpool April 14, per the Guion steamer Arizona. The Saints 
desirous of going can make application either through the president of 
the conference or direct to this office. 


} 
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MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 


THE Manchester Conference was held at Albert Hall, Stockport, Sunday, 
February 11, 1894. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, President of 
the Europeon Mission; Elders T. E. Taylor and J. V. Bluth, of the Liver- 
pool office; Thomas Salt, Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference; 
B. M. Blackhurst and John W. McPherson, Traveling Elders in the Liver- 
pool Conference; William Jones, Traveling Elder in the Leeds Conference ; 
Robert Aveson, President of, and Thomas Gledhill, Andrew Wallwork, 
N. L. Morris, D. C. Wood, M. A. Romney, Joseph Ogden and Isaac Langton, 
Traveling Elders in, the Manchester Conference. 

Meetings were held during the morning, afternoon and evening. In the 
morning the local elders reported the condition of their respective districts, 
which showed the Conference to be in a good and prosperous condition. 
In the afternoon and evening the visiting brethren occupied the time 
speaking upon the pure and simple principles of the Gospel. A good spirit 
prevailed and encouragement was caught from the inspiring remarks and 
admonitions to lives of purity and faithfulness. 

The general authorities of the Church, and of the European Mission, 
and the President and the Traveling Elders of the Manchester Conference 
were presented and unanimously sustained. The report of statistics and 
the labors of the elders for the half year ending January 31, 1894, were 
read as follows: Seventies 8; Elders 25; Priests 8; Teachers 3; Deacons 4; 
members 159; total officers and members 207. Baptized 21; emigrated 
over eight years of age 6; emigrated under eight years of age l; received 1; 
deaths 2. Tracts distributed 4,701; books sold and loaned 73; houses 
visited 2,983; gospel conversations 795; out-door meetings 9; in-door 
meetings 304; Sunday Schools sessions 35 ; children blessed 6; ordinations 8. 

N. L. Morris, Clerk of the Conference. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Exper ANDREW J. WAHLQUIST, writing to Nordstjarnan from Göteborg, 
Sweden, under date of January 10, 1894, says: “On Christmas Eve the 
Relief Society held their last meeting for the year and gave their report, 
which testified of the power for good possessed by that organization in 
this branch. At 7 o'clock the following morning the hall was filled with 
attentive listeners and a refreshing time enjoyed in singing hymns and 
speaking on the subject for the day. At noon we visited the grave of 
Elder Quist, decorating it with new wreaths as a mute token of the 
estimation in which those who give their lives for the Gospel’s sake are 
held by the Saints. We offered a short prayer to our Father in Heaven, 
sang that hymn so familiar and so full of feeling: “O my Father, thou 
that dwellest,” and left the place, our hearts filled with holy desires. On 
New Year’s day the Young Ladies’ Association held their meeting. We 
have also organized a Young Men’s Association. The Saints here are 
willing to show their works by their faith. The Traveling Elders, and 
those stationed in the branches are working with zeal for the spread of 
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the Gospel and are making much progress in several places. Brother 
Höglund has been very successful in Motala, and has ‘spared no pains in 
presenting the Gospel at all times and in all places. Whole families as 
well as single individuals have accepted of the Gospel and the prospects 
for the future are bright.” 

ELDRR Joun L. JOHNSON, writing to Skandinaviens Stjerne, from Aale- 
sund, Norway, under date of January 11, 1894, says: Since my return 
from Christiania five members have been added to the church in this 
branch. Shortly after New Year I took a trip to Ostern, a little village 
of four or five hundred people and held a meeting there in a farmer’s 
house. They had never heard the Gospel here before and as a natural 
consequence I met with much opposition, they declaring that I taught a 
new gospel. By the power of God I gained their attention, allayed their 
prejudice and won friends. I did not leave them until I had distributed 
among them many tracts. At Ostern it was so cold that I could hardly 
endure it, the fjord was covered with ice, and I was forced to go to a little 
village several miles distant to take the steamer. On arrival I learned 
that the boat would not leave for two days. I secured lodgings and next 
day visited the people. I found many friends who opened their doors to me 
and wished me to return in the spring. I left a number of tracts with 
them and I believe that much good can be done here by the Elders as 
there are many places that have never been visited by the Elders.” 

Elder Thorarinn Bjarnason who left Liverpool January 19, for a mission 
to Iceland has arrived at Reykjavik. He writes from there concerning his 
trip. Though the distance is but a little over 1,000 miles from Leith, 
Scotland, where the Icelandic traffic connects, he was eleven days on the 
way. Near the Orkney Islands they experienced such heavy winds that 
they were forced to drop anchor. As the wind increased the danger of 
being driven on the rocks became greater than that of facing the gale, so 
anchor was hoisted and the storm was braved. When lying to at the 
Faroe Islands it snowed so heavily that the crew could not proceed with 
the unloading of the cargo. Finally on February 1, Reykjavik, Iceland, 
was reached. Brother Bjarnason was quite sick on the way but had re- 
covered at the time of writing and was proparing to commence his labors 
in that far off island. 


OUR ELDERS WILL RECEIVE PROTECTION. 


For some time past the Elders and Saints in Alabama, Southern States, 
U. S. A., have been ill-treated and threatened by mobs. The following 
petition was therefore drawn up, signed by Saints and friends and for- 
warded to Governor Thomas G. Jones, of Alabama :— 

For some penthe past Elders — 2 Church of Jesus Christ have been 


travel nd preaching the Gospel in Geneva County, Alabama. 
They have been honorable, opr she men and — made many friends 


and some converts to their unpopular and — XM dootrine. 
been interfered wi with until 

n Sunday nig ovember 5, 1893, after holding public mee 
Elders Church were — the home al 


and four members of the 
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McElvin, near Warwick P. O., Geneva County. At 11:25 p.m., all were 
rudely awakened from slumber by blasphemy and several volleys of 
musketry fired into the four corners of the house by some unknown par- 
ties reported to be forty in number. Several of the shots entered the 
house but fortunately no one was struck. 

The — dispersed a notice was found 
morning at the gate, warnin e Elders not to preach any more or they 
would be harshl dealt with. 

The same night a notice was left at Westley Starling’s (also a member 
of the Church) in Watford, telling him to stop — 2 — Elders or 
he and family would be severely punished. About five days later two 
Elders remained at his house all night. At 11 p.m. several guns were 
fired just outside the yard and a notice left, stating he had been twice 
warned and must now look out for himself and family, as they would 
shoot lower next time. 

Mr. Peele, another member of the Church, was warned to leave the 
county with his family or be exterminated. 

Mr. Rufus Strickland, of Watford, who has been a friend, was warned 
to stop receiving the Elders into his home or he would meet with violence. 

John McElvin received a second note, saying they would visit him again. 
Several other friends have received similar threats, and the Elders have 
—— — to absent themselves from the county or they would be bush 
Ww 

Some of these communications are signed White Caps, and some are 
not. 

We realize the bitter feeling existing against the Latter-day Saints, due 

ly to a lack of knowledge regarding their belief and practices. 

n the states where they are best known they are protected by the 
officers of the government. | 

Several counties of Alabama through prejudice and misrepresentation 
have allowed many hardships to come upon the defenseless Elders. Onl 
last spring two who had,violated no law were brutally whipped by a mo 
in St. — County, not a word being said by the county authorities 
against it. 

The members of the Church are taught to obey the law as construed b 
the courts and to do toall men. ‘These rules are found in the twel 
and thirteenth Articles of Faith, which you will find enclosed. 

We desire nothing that is unjust and will only ask that you will assist 
us in securing protection under the law; believing that a loss of life 
will result in a continuation of this recklessness we bring it to your atten- 


on. 

A few words from you in the present case will likely stimulate the 
county officers to do their duty and cause the law breakers to respect law- 
abiding citizens and their rights. Knowing as we do your stern opposi- 
tion to all kinds of outlawry we entreat you to use your influence in our 
protection so long as we uphold the law. 

We are your fellow-citizens and tax-payers. 


To this petition the following assuring reply was received from Governor 
Jones through his secretary, Harvey E. Jones :— 


The governor has received your letter enclos 
Traveling Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
accompanying documents, and directs me to reply. 

It is the law of the land, and not the A feelings in the matter, 
which determines his duties and your rig ts in the premises. 

It is hardly necessary to say that in all free goverments the civil authori 
has no right to deal with religious beliefs or opinions. It is “time enoug 
for the rightful — pew of civil government for its officers to interfere 
when principles b out into overt acts against peace and good order.” 


the petition of the 
tte Saints, and 
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Hence the constitution of Alabama guarantees to every one the right to 
speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible 
for the abuse of that liberty, and forbids the establishment of any re- 
— or the giving of any preference to any religious sect or mode of 
worship. 

As — as your Elders obey the law, they are entitled to the protection 
of the law, and if they in any way transgress its bounds they are respon- 
sible only to the appointed tribunals of the country, and not to mobs and 
lawless combinations. All officers of the law are solemnly bound to see 
that no one is punished except by due course of law, and to use every 
means in their power to preserve the peace. . ie 

I am sure that the civil officers in Geneva will readily aid in bringin 
to justice any of the marauders who sent the threatening notices, fir 
into dwellings and did the other lawless acts of which you justly complain. 
— acts bring worse evils to society than any evil they can seek to re- 

ress. 

To start the machinery of justice in motion, the guilty must first be 
deteoted, and steps taken to bring them before the — tribunals. 
* will lay all the evidence — the civil officers, J am sure they will 

id in bringing the guilty to justice. 

The governor has referred your complaint to the sheriff for appropriate 

action. 


NEW ZEALAND NEWSPAPER COMMENTS. 


FoLLowINe are the comments of two newspapers published in New Zealand, 
on the Latter-day Saints conference among the Maoris :— 

The Marlborough Express of November 28, 1893, says: “A ‘Mormon’ 
mission is being held among the Maoris at Canvastown, largely attended 
by natives from the Wairau and Durville's Island. I was struck by the 
attentive behavior of the natives and the earnest prayer and praise of all 
those present. It seems a satire on the Christian churches that moneys 
should be collected yearly for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign 
parts, and in our very midst our Maori brethren are entirely neglected, as 
far as Christian ministrations are concerned. The churches have in this 
respect much to answer for. The ‘Mormons’ are doing a certain amount of 
good in inculcating habits of sobriety among our colored friends; still the 
true spirit of Christian brotherhood should at all events stir one and all to 
a true sense of their duty to the aboriginal natives of Maoriland. A large 
number of persons have visited the ‘tabernacle,’ and have all expressed 
their admiration at the conduct of the services.” 

The Canterbury Times of December 7, 1893, says: We have heard a 
great deal lately of the ‘Mormons’ amongst the Maoris in this district, and 
as a gathering of the native race was announced to be held at the ‘pah’ 
beyond Canvastown to celebrate the opening of their new social hall and 
to join in the mission services of the Latter-day Saints last Sunday, quite 
a number of Europeans assembled to witness the proceedings. If they 
expected anything of an unruly nature they were grievously disappointed. 
What they saw was a large assemblage of cleanly attired and well con- 
ducted civilized people, dark in skin, but polite and courteous to strangers. 
A ‘Mormon’ was concluding his address, a hymn was sung, in which even 
the youngest joined, and whatever the words it must have been a hymn of 
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praise. After this service of devotion, dinner was served in the new hall in 
thoroughly European style, grace being said by one of the Elders. After- 
noon service was held for the benefit especially of Europeans, and the 
Elder spoke very fluently on the object of the mission and tenets of their 
creed. Certainly in this discourse no doctrine was declared that could 
offend the most fastidious Presbyterian, and the silent attention of a hun- 
dred and thirty people was sufficient evidence of the interest taken. Ina 
conversation I had with one of these missionaries, he said that in accord- 
ance with the dictates of our Great Master, Christ, they were sent all over 
the world, two and two, to preach the Gospel to the heathen without scrip 
or purse, and after five years’ service, funds were sent them to enable 
them to return to their friends and home. Whatever prejudices may exist 
against these missions, it is evident that they are influencing the native 
race to good actions, and abstinence from drink; and this suggests itself 
to my mind: What are the churches in our midst doing in the same 
direction? Surely, when we have need of such mission work at home, 
it is a shame to send laborers to other fields until the harvest here is 
gathered in and Maoris and whites are led to join in one common service 
to our Maker without distinction or difference.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

Andrew Hazelett fell from an electric street-car at Salt Lake City, and fractured his 
skull, He died a few days later. 

A fire occurred at Provo, January 19, destroying a house owned by a Mr. Enders, 
The loss is $1,000; insurance $900. 

A fire broke out in the boarding -house at Ogden formerly occupied by the Meyer In- 
stitute and before extinguished caused a loss of $1,300, fully insured. 

William Berry a contractor had his left hand and little finger badly bruised and 
mashed at the Mercur mine, January 21, by being thrown from a wagon. 

The residence of C. L. Hawley, Salt Lake City, one of the prettiest in Darlington 
Place, burned January 19. The loss was extensive. The insurance carried was $4,700. 

An elderly lady named Johansen of Salt Lake City had the misfortune to fall heavily 
on a slippery sidewalk, breaking both bones of her right forearm. These were properly 
set, but the knitting together will most likely occupy a long time as the lady is seventy- 
six years of age. 

A barn on the John Sharp estate, Salt Lake City, burned January 21. Loss $2,000; 
insurance $1,000. It is thought tramps were responsible for the fire. While the fire 
department was engaged at the barn an alarm was rung in from a drug-store ewned by 
Layman & Co. The loss here was $300, fully covered by insurance, 

A: snow slide occurred in Strawberry Canyon, near Mink Creek, last January. Three 
teams were coming down with loads at the time. Drivers, horses, wagons and all were 
completely buried. Two other men were partially covered up. Three horses were killed 
and two men injured, one of them, Hans Nelson, being under the snow for two hours. 

During the coming spring the Bear River Canal Company will set out a vast number 
of fruit trees on the lands north of Corinne, Box Elder County. A full section of 640 
acres will be studded with young trees of a large variety before 1895 peeps in. Also 
some 5,000 acres of Jand under the great canal will be sown with tame hay, timothy and 
red top. 
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